
1 

 

Searching items on a particular subject or topic 

When you start to look for information on any subject (or topic) it can be useful to also think of alternative terms 
or keywords. The catalogue can help you to do this, e.g. if you would like to look up books about report writing 
for psychology.  

 

The following wildcards can be included in your searches: 

?—use a question mark to perform a single character wildcard search. E.g. organi?ation  (organization & organisation) 

*—use an asterisk to perform a multiple character wildcard search. E.g. psycholog*  (psychology & psychological, etc.) 

  

 

Enter keywords report writing and 
psychology. Then click Search. 

 

The ‘Refine My Results’  option allows you to 
narrow your search by resources type, collection, 
course code, date, topic and creator. 

You would narrow your search when you get too 
many results, For example, here the results total 
38.  Within that total of 38, only 1 is an e-Book. 
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Click on ‘Details’ to see the full 
record.  The full record usually has a 
list of Subjects which describe the 
content & may also provide 
alternative terms. (e.g. psychology 
AND authorship ) 

Click on ‘Locations’ to find out 
the status of the item (e.g. if it is 
on loan or not) and where it is 
located within the Library.  


